APPENDIX A

Survey on Clergy Responses to Marital Conflict

The questions below concern religious beliefs. You will probably find that you agree with some of the statements, and disagree with others, to varying extents. You may even find that you sometimes have different reactions to different parts of a statement. For example, you might very strongly disagree (“1”) with one idea in a statement, but somewhat agree (“5”) with another idea in the same item. When this happens, please combine your reactions, and write down how you feel on balance (a “3” in this example).

Please use the following scale to rate your answers:

1 = Strongly Disagree

2 = Disagree

3 = Somewhat Disagree

4 = Neutral

5 = Somewhat Agree

6 = Agree

7 = Strongly Agree

	1.
	God has given humanity a complete, unfailing guide to happiness and salvation, which must be totally followed.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	2.
	The basic cause of evil in this world is Satan, who is still constantly and ferociously fighting against God.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	3.
	No single book of religious teachings contains all the intrinsic, fundamental truths about life.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	4.
	It is more important to be a good person than to believe in God and the right religion.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	5.
	There is a particular set of religious teachings in this world that are so true, you can’t go any “deeper” because they are the basic, bedrock message that God has given humanity.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	6.
	When you get right down to it, there are basically only two kinds of people in the world: the Righteous, who will be rewarded by God; and the rest, who will not.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	7.
	Scriptures may contain general truths, but they should NOT be considered completely, literally true from beginning to end.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	8.
	To lead the best, most meaningful life, one must belong to the one, fundamentally true religion.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	9.
	“Satan” is just the name people give to their own bad impulses. There really is no such thing as a diabolical “Prince of Darkness” who tempts us.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	10.
	Whenever science and sacred scripture conflict, science is probably right.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


Please use the following scale to rate your answers:

1 = Strongly Disagree

2 = Disagree

3 = Somewhat Disagree

4 = Neutral

5 = Somewhat Agree

6 = Agree

7 = Strongly Agree

	11.
	The fundamentals of God’s religion should never be tampered with, or compromised with others’ beliefs.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	12.
	All of the religions in the world have flaws and wrong teachings. There is no perfectly true, right religion.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


The questions below concern cultural values you may have. You will probably find that you agree with some of the statements, and disagree with others, to varying extents. You may even find that you sometimes have different reactions to different parts of a statement. For example, you might very strongly disagree (“1”) with one idea in a statement, but somewhat agree (“5”) with another idea in the same item. When this happens, please combine your reactions, and write down how you feel on balance (a “3” in this example). Please use the same scale as the one above to rate your answers.

	13.
	One should not deviate from familial and social norms.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	14.
	Following familial and social expectations is important.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	15.
	One need not follow one’s family’s and the society’s norms.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	16.
	One need not conform to one’s family’s and the society’s expectations.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	17.
	The worst thing one can do is bring disgrace to one’s family reputation.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	18.
	When one receives a gift, one should reciprocate with a gift of equal or greater value.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	19.
	One need not follow the role expectations (gender, family hierarchy) of one’s family.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	20.
	The family’s reputation is not the primary social concern.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	21.
	Occupational failure does not bring shame to the family.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	22.
	Educational failure does not bring shame to the family.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	23.
	One need not achieve academically to make one’s parents proud.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	24.
	The ability to control one’s emotions is a sign of strength.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


Please use the following scale to rate your answers:

1 = Strongly Disagree

2 = Disagree

3 = Somewhat Disagree

4 = Neutral

5 = Somewhat Agree

6 = Agree

7 = Strongly Agree

	25.
	Parental love should be implicitly understood and not openly expressed.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	26.
	One should have sufficient inner resources to resolve emotional problems.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	27.
	One should think about one’s group before oneself.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	28.
	One should consider the needs of others before considering one’s own needs.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	29.
	One’s achievements should be viewed as family’s achievements.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	30.
	Modesty is an important quality for a person.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	31.
	One should not be boastful.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	32.
	One should be humble and modest.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	33.
	One’s family need not be the main source of trust and dependence.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	34.
	Children need not take care of their parents when the parents become unable to take care of themselves.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	35.
	Children should not place their parents in retirement homes.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	36.
	Elders may not have more wisdom than younger persons.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	37.
	Educational and career achievements need not be one’s top priority.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	38.
	One need not be able to resolve psychological problems on one’s own.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	39.
	One need not control one’s expression of emotions.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	40.
	One need not focus all energies on one’s studies.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	41.
	One need not minimize or depreciate one’s own achievements.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


Please use the following scale to rate your answers:

1 = Strongly Disagree

2 = Disagree

3 = Somewhat Disagree

4 = Neutral

5 = Somewhat Agree

6 = Agree

7 = Strongly Agree

	42.
	One need not remain reserved and tranquil.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	43.
	One should avoid bringing displeasure to one’s ancestors.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	44.
	One should be able to question a person in an authority position.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	45.
	One should be discouraged from talking about one’s accomplishments.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	46.
	One should not make waves.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	47.
	One should not inconvenience others.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	48.
	Younger persons should be able to confront their elders.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


The questions below concern gender role and pastoral issues. You will probably find that you agree with some of the statements, and disagree with others, to varying extents. You may even find that you sometimes have different reactions to different parts of a statement. For example, you might very strongly disagree (“1”) with one idea in a statement, but somewhat agree (“5”) with another idea in the same item. When this happens, please combine your reactions, and write down how you feel on balance (a “3” in this example). Please use the same scale as the one above to rate your answers. 

	49.
	Domestic violence issues should be kept private within the family.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	50.
	It is mainly the man’s responsibility to provide for the family.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	51.
	Women have as much ability as men to make major family decisions.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	52.
	It is mainly the woman’s responsibility to care for the children.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	53.
	A wife should have equal say in all family decisions.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	54.
	Men should do an equal share of the housework.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	55.
	It is alright for a woman to work if she wants to even if her husband disagrees.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	56.
	A pastor should be able to recognize the signs of domestic violence.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


Please use the following scale to rate your answers:

1 = Strongly Disagree

2 = Disagree

3 = Somewhat Disagree

4 = Neutral

5 = Somewhat Agree

6 = Agree

7 = Strongly Agree

	57.
	Pastors are the ones best able to deal with cases of domestic violence within the church community.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	58.
	Pastors are not trained well enough to deal with violent couples.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


CASE SCENARIOS:

The following are hypothetical situations you might face as a pastor within a church community. In each case, imagine you are the pastor of a church where you have served as the primary pastor for several years and have established a good relationship with church members. Please read each case carefully. Then, indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with each possible response. 

A) You get a phone call from a woman in your church that is married to one of your church’s leaders. She says she is calling from work, so her husband won’t know about this phone call.  She tells you that she has finally had the courage to call you and tell you about the way her husband has been treating her all these years.  She tells you about the verbal insults, beatings, and assaults that she received from him over the years.  She also says she is fearful for her life and the safety of the two children and doesn’t know what to do, but felt that you could help her.  She wants your advice on how to deal with her marital problems.

Based on this limited information, indicate how likely it is that you would respond with the following actions. Please use the same scale as the one above to rate your answers.

	59.
	Pray with the woman.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	60.
	Tell her that she should submit to her husband and pray that God will change him.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	61.
	Recommend scriptures she can study.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	62.
	Explain to her how she can be a better wife.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	63.
	Question her more on her story to understand what she did to cause the violence.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	64.
	Refer her to a women’s shelter and/or help her find friends that might keep her and the children safe.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	65.
	Recommend that she temporarily separate from her husband.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	66.
	Confront the husband and have the church community keep him accountable for his actions.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


Please use the following scale to rate your answers:

1 = Strongly Disagree

2 = Disagree

3 = Somewhat Disagree

4 = Neutral

5 = Somewhat Agree

6 = Agree

7 = Strongly Agree

	67.
	Keep this family’s problems private so that the husband’s reputation won’t be ruined.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	68.
	Preach on the issue of domestic violence from the pulpit.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	69.
	Seek further training and education on how to effectively deal with and recognize the signs of domestic violence.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	70.
	Recommend that she seek the advice of a lawyer.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	71
	Call the police.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	72.
	Suggest that she divorce her husband. 


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	73.
	Don’t give any advice, just listen.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


74. 
If a church member in this situation came to you, what scriptures would you recommend her study or read to help her with this problem? ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

75. 
What else would you do in this case? (Please write your thoughts in the space below.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

B) A man in your church comes to your office and asks to speak to you.  He says that he’s having marital problems and needs your advice.  He tells you that his wife doesn’t listen to what he asks her to do and it makes him angry when she argues back.  He says that he has slapped her several times before to make her stop arguing, but now that isn’t working and he has now tried other things like holding her down, threatening her, and occasionally hitting her to make her listen.  He wants advice on what to do about his marital problems.  

Based on this limited information, indicate how likely it is that you would respond with the following actions. 

Please use the following scale to rate your answers:

1 = Strongly Disagree

2 = Disagree

3 = Somewhat Disagree

4 = Neutral

5 = Somewhat Agree

6 = Agree

7 = Strongly Agree

	76.
	Pray with the man.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	77.
	Tell him he needs to work harder to make his marriage work.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	78.
	Recommend scriptures he can study.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	79.
	Tell him that he has the authority to teach his wife to submit.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	80.
	Question him more on his story to understand what he did to cause the violence.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	81.
	Refer him to a domestic violence or anger management program.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	82.
	Recommend that this couple meet with you for marriage/couples counseling.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	83.
	Call the wife and refer her to a women’s shelter.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	84.
	Confront the wife and encourage her to respect her husband.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	85.
	Recommend that he separate temporarily from his wife.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	86.
	Have family or friends of the wife help her stay safe.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	87.
	Have the church community deal with this family’s problem on its own.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	88.
	Call the police.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	89.
	Suggest that the husband divorce his wife.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	90.
	Don’t give any advice, just listen.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


91. 
If a church member in this situation came to you, what scriptures would you recommend he study or read to help him with this problem? ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

92. 
What else would you do in this case? (Please write your thoughts in the space below.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

93. How prevalent is the problem of domestic violence within your congregation?

□  Affects 0% 
□  1-2%
□  3-5%
□  6-10% 

□  11-15%
 
□  16-20%
□  21-25%
□ Other ________

94. What do you suspect to be the prevalence rate of domestic violence within your church?

□  Affects 0% 
□  1-2%
□  3-5%
□  6-10% 

□  11-15%
 
□  16-20%
□  21-25%
□ Other ________

95. How often do you teach/preach about domestic violence directly from the pulpit?

□ Never 


□ 1-2 times/year  
□ 3-5 times/year
□ 6-10 times/year


□ 11-15 times/year
□ 16-20 times/year
□ 21-25 times/year 
□ Other ________

96. In your career, how many couples/individuals/children have you counseled that experienced or are experiencing domestic violence?

□ Never 

□ 1-2


□ 3-5


□ 6-10


□ 11-15

□ 16-20

□ 21-25

□ Other ________

97. In your career, how often have you referred couples/individuals/children that experienced or are experiencing domestic violence to additional resources?

□ Never 


□ 1-2 times  

□ 3-5 times

□ 6-10
times

□ 11-15 times

□ 16-20 times

□ 21-25 times

□ Other ________

98. What is your age?  _______

99. What is your gender?  (Please circle)   Male  /  Female

100. What do you consider to be your primary ethnic/cultural background?

____  Chinese

____  Vietnamese   ____  Korean  

 ____  Taiwanese    

____  Japanese       
____  Indian            ____  Other (Please specify)______________

101. Were you born in the U.S.?  Yes /  No     

If not, how long have you lived in the U.S.? _____ years

102. How large is your congregation (number of active members)? 

□ 1-24 members
□ 25-100

□ 101-300 

□ 301-500


□ 501-1000

□ 1001-2000

□ 2001+



103. Approximately what percentage of your congregation is Asian or Asian American?  ________

104. Approximately what percentage of your congregation immigrated to the U.S.? ________

105. Approximately what percentage of your congregation was born in the U.S. to immigrant 
parents? ________

106. What percentage of the adult members of your congregation is single? _____

107. What is your specific denomination?  

□ Presbyterian

□ Methodist

□ Baptist

□ Catholic

□ Lutheran

□ Episcopal

□ Non-denominational

□ Other (Please specify _____________________________)

108. How many years have you served as a paid ordained pastor/priest? _______

109. What is your highest level of education?

____  High School
____  Associate’s       ____  Bachelor’s      ____ Master’s    

____  Doctoral        
____  Other (Please specify _____________________)

110. Did you take a Pastoral Counseling class over the course of your education? (circle) Yes /  No


If so, how many credits did you take? _______

111. Did you complete a Clinical Pastoral Education internship?  (circle) Yes /  No 

If yes, what did this internship involve? (Select all that apply.) 


□ hospital chaplaincy  

□ youth ministry 
□ college/young adult ministry


□ Christian counseling center

□ mental health hospital internship 


  
□ women’s shelter 


□ family shelter 
□ other ______________________

112. Approximately how many actual classroom/seminar hours have you spent specifically on domestic violence education and training up until this point in your career? ______

113. What is your feeling about the need to address the issue of domestic violence within your church?

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Not necessary

        
       
       Neutral


       

Extremely needed

114. What additional thoughts/comments would you like to add on the issue of domestic violence within the church? __________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

115. How did you learn about this study?

  □ Through church network 
□  E-mail  
□ Postal Mail
    
□ Other _____________

