About the Interviewer:  

My name is Steven Lawrence MacDonald.  I am an English Pastor who has been ministering (working) in Chinese Churches in America for over seventeen (17) years.  My pastorate has spanned two different Churches; one is the Chinese Bible Church of Greater Lowell near Boston Massachusetts, 1990 – 1998 and 2006 – present, and the other is The Atlanta Chinese Christian Church near Atlanta Georgia, 1998 – 2006. 

Why This Interview:
Why do I want to do this interview?  I have watched children grow into young adults.  What I have seen is that many of our ABC young adults struggle with guilt, shame, a sense of unworthiness, and great pressure from high expectations and other issues, including identity.  I want to address these needs first through a series of sermons (talks on Sunday morning) to help deal with these issues.  Then I want to explore other means of meeting their needs.  So, I need to understand the issues on a deeper level and to be ready to illustrate what I am talking about with real life, anonymous, stories.  I want to speak to a broad audience so I am interviewing people of diverse backgrounds (Indians, Egyptian, Iranian, Korean, Chinese, Japanese, Cambodian…) but of a similar, “Asian” culture.  More, I hope to get feedback and understanding not only from those in America but, also, in Canada and England.
You are helping others like yourself by doing this interview.  Out of deep respect for you, allow me to assure you that any material I use will be strictly anonymous.   Your identity will be seen by my eyes only.  I will guard your anonymity as I would that of my children.    
I will be using this information to better inform my understanding of the issues involved.  And I will be using the information to illustrate what I talk about in my sermons.  I will keep it anonymous.  
This is not a scientific survey.  I am simply trying to understand better and I am looking for stories that others can relate to.  

Finally, allow me to say that I have deep respect for our first generation parents who, mostly, have only done as they knew best.  I will not be attempting to bash the previous generation.  I suspect that as we grow older our children will have their own lists of our short-comings.  I only wish to find a better way for our generation and, perhaps, bring some understanding and reconciliation between the two generations.

Thank you.
God’s grace be to you,

Pastor Steven MacDonald

Chinese Bible Church of Greater Lowell
197 Littleton Road

Chelmsford, MA  01824
steve_hsiaofang@hotmail.com
-Please proceed to the next page.-
Your name:
Your address:


or
Your email:
If you are not comfortable giving me your full name, then only give me your first name.  I need either your mailing address or your email address so as to contact you.  This is especially important to me if I decide to do something else in addition to my sermon series and I decide I wish to use your information, I would like  to ask your permission to use it in any new endeavor.  This information will see my eyes only and your identity will be strictly guarded.  Thank you.
Instructions for Answering Questions in the Following Sections

1. For most answers simply change the color of the box to red to indicate your choice.  

Example:  


What is your gender?

(  Male
(  Female






   
I am male so I would change the box next to male to red as below.


What is your gender?

(  Male
(  Female







2. For answers asking for a number, simply replace the box with the number of your choice.

Example:

A)  Rank the styles of discipline, which was used most to which was used the least, 1 being least used and 5 being most used and 0 meaning not used.

(  Verbal positive reinforcement, such as compliment or praise


(  Verbal critical, such as scolding, comparison, guilt, shame


(  Corporal punishment

(  Combined  __________________________________________.

· Other.


For myself I would make the following changes to indicate my rankings and comment on the line beside “Combined”.

A)  Rank the styles of discipline, which was used most to which was used the least, 1 being most used and 5 being least used and 0 meaning not used.

1  Verbal positive reinforcement, such as compliment or praise


5  Verbal critical, such as scolding, comparison, guilt, shame


4  Corporal punishment

4  Combined  
Most often verbal critical and corporal used together, often with unpredictable suddenness.

0  Other

3. For written responses, simply type your answer under the number of the question you are responding to.  If you are not using computer, please write answers on a separate sheet of paper and indicate beside it which section and the of the number question you are answering.:  
Example:

A) Rank what is the motivating factor of your life today, 0 meaning not a factor, 1 being least and 5 being the most.
( Success and accomplishment

( Feel good about myself.
( Please my parents.
( Joy of what I do.
( Guilt or shame
( Other:  _____________________________________________________.
B) Please illustrate with an example from your life.


I would respond and begin to write as follows:

A) Rank what is the motivating factor of your life today, 0 meaning not a factor, 1 being least and 5 being the most.
4  Success and accomplishment

1  Feel good about myself.
0  Please my parents.
5  Joy of what I do.
0  Guilt or shame
5  Other:  I want to serve my God by honoring him before all people so that all may know who he is.  Therefore, everything I do I hope serves this purpose.
B) Please illustrate with an example from your life.


Once, when I was riding my bicycle to class at the university, I was excited to contemplate the sheer wonder and complexity of the trees as I passed them by.  Then I thought of the insects that I study…
If you are not using a computer I am assuming you’ll not be using email; then you can mail your responses to my address as found at the end of the introduction above.  My email address is found in the same place
-Please proceed to the next page.-
Knowing About You
1.
What is your ethnic/cultural heritage; please indicate all that apply? 
(  Chinese  (  Korean  (  Vietnamese  (  Indian    (  Cambodian  (  Pakistani  
(  Iranian    (  Iraqi      (  Japanese       (  Other:  _________________






2.
How old are you? 
(  18 – 24.    (  25-29.
(  30 – 34.
(  35 - 40.
(  Over 40




3.
What is your gender?
(  Male

(  Female






4.
What is your education level?









(  High School

(  Undergraduate
(  Masters
(  Doctors

(  Post Doctorate.

(  Other ______________






5.
Where were you Born?









(  United States.
(  England.
(  Canada.
(  Cambodia.
(  Iran.    (  Iraq.
(  India.

(  Japan.
(  Vietnam.
(  Korea.
(  China. (  Taiwan.

(  Indonesia.
(  Singapore.
(  Malaysia.
(  Other _____________



6.
Where do you live today?
(  England.
(  United States.
(  Canada.

7.
What percentage of your life was spent growing up in the country you now live in?  If, for example you grew up in Canada, but, now live in the United States please put the percentage of time you grew up in Canada and state how long you have been in the U.S.
(  0 to 33 %.
(  34 to 66%.

(  67 to 99 %.
(  100%.

(  other:  ____________________________________
8.
What is your marital status?
(  Single.
(  Married
(  Divorced
(  Spouse deceased
9.
If you are married, how many children do you have?

(  0
(  1

(  2

(  3

(  4 or more

10.
What was your current level of income (increments are in US dollars/year)?

(  Less than $10,000

(  $10,000 - $20,000

(  $20,000 - $30,000

(  $30,000 – $40,000

(  More than $40,000

(  Student

Knowing About Your Parents
1a.
Where is your Father from?

(  United States.
(  England.
(  Canada.
(  Cambodia.
(  Iran.    (  Iraq.

(  India.

(  Japan.
(  Vietnam.
(  Korea.
(  China. (  Taiwan.

(  Indonesia.
(  Singapore.
(  Malaysia.
(  Other _____________________


1b.
Where is your Mother from?

(  United States.
(  England.
(  Canada.
(  Cambodia.
(  Iran.    (  Iraq.

(  India.

(  Japan.
(  Vietnam.
(  Korea.
(  China. (  Taiwan.

(  Indonesia.
(  Singapore.
(  Malaysia.
(  Other ______________________

2a.
What is your father’s education level?








(  High School
(  Undergraduate
(  Masters
(  Doctors


(  Post Doctorate.
(  Other ____________________


2b.
What is your mother’s education level?










(  High School
(  Undergraduate
(  Masters
(  Doctors


(  Post Doctorate.
(  Other ____________________


3.
Why did your parents emigrate?

(  Join family.
(  Study

(  Work 
(  Other:  _________

4a.
What is your father’s age?

(  40 – 50.

(  50 – 60.

(  60 – 70.
(  70 – 80.
(  over 80
(  deceased  

4b.
What is your Mother’s age?

(  40 – 50.

(  50 – 60.

(  60 – 70.
(  70 – 80.
(  over 80

(  deceased  

The Interview
1) I ask a preliminary question up front in insure that I don’t misunderstand you as you answer the rest of the questions below.  Please briefly tell me what you mean by the following words:

Honor:

Innocence:

Guilt:

Shame:

Face (as in saving or losing face):

2) What were some of the most important expectations your parents had of you, as you can best discern?  For example, the expectation of having a spouse of the same ethnic background who is also well educated and with a good job might be the high expectation of some parents.  The expectation of going to an Ivy League school might be one for others.  Others might expect a highly technical career.  Some might expect you to be presence at home most of the time when you live at home.  These are just examples.

Please feel free to elaborate and illustrate with examples from your life.  
3) A)  How did your parents communicate their expectations to you?  Indicate all that apply. 

       Feel free to elaborate or explain.   
(  Verbal positive reinforcement, such as compliment or praise


(  Verbal critical, such as scolding, comparison, guilt, shame


· Corporal punishment.

· Authoritarian.

· Authoritative.

· Permissive.

· Combined:  ____________________________________________.  

· Other:  ________________________________________________.
B) Please share an account from your childhood, if you are willing, that illustrates your answer.

4) A)  For the following age categories, use the numbers 0 to 5 to rank the styles of discipline which were used; 0 meaning not used, 1 being least used and 5 being most used.

From birth to ten years old:

(  Verbal positive reinforcement, such as compliment or praise


(  Verbal critical, such as scolding, comparison, guilt, shame


· Corporal punishment 

· Authoritarian.

· Authoritative.

· Permissive.

· Combined:  ____________________________________________.  

· Other:  ________________________________________________.

From eleven years old until twenty years old:

(  Verbal positive reinforcement, such as compliment or praise


(  Verbal critical, such as scolding, comparison, guilt, shame


(  Corporal punishment

· Authoritarian.

· Authoritative.

· Permissive.

· Combined:  ____________________________________________.  

· Other:  ________________________________________________.

Age 21 to present, if applicable:

(  Verbal positive reinforcement, such as compliment or praise


(  Verbal critical, such as scolding, comparison, guilt, shame


(  Corporal punishment

· Authoritarian.

· Authoritative.

· Permissive.

· Combined:  ____________________________________________.  

· Other:  ________________________________________________.

B)  If you will, please share an account from any of the age categories that illustrates what you are indicating.  If you wish you may share from each age category.
5) A) How has this predominate style of upbringing (see #3 above) affected how you relate to others such as but not limited to your parents, siblings, friends and co-workers?   Check all that apply.  Feel free to explain or elaborate.
· Close with open communication.

· Distant with awkward communication.

· Positive and affirming.

· Critical and evaluative.

· Other:  ___________________________________________________.

B)  If you will, please share a couple of accounts as examples that illustrates your answer.

6) A) Please you tell me, how does your parents’ predominate style of upbringing (see #3 above) influence your view of yourself?

· Positive, high view of myself.

(  Negative, low view of myself
· Other:  ____________________________________________________.
B) If you will, please share an example that illustrates your answer.

7) A) Using the numbers 0 to 5, rank what is the motivating factor of your life today; 0 meaning not a factor, 1 being least and 5 being the most.
( Success and accomplishment

( Feeling good about myself
( Pleasing my parents
( Joy of what I do
( Guilt or shame
( Other:  _____________________________________________________.

B) Please, if you will, illustrate with an example from your life.



8) What would you consider to be some advantages that you received from your parents’ upbringing of you?  Feel free to illustrate.

9) What would you consider to be some disadvantages that you received from your parents’ upbringing of you?  Feel free to illustrate.

10) A) What sort of parent do you expect to be (are) and why?    
B) Verbal positive reinforcement, such as compliment or praise


B) Verbal critical, such as scolding, comparison, guilt, shame


· Corporal punishment.

· Combined:  ____________________________________________.  

· Authoritarian.
· Authoritative.

· Permissive.

B) Why?
-END-
THANK YOU
