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Outreach


Outreach: Reaching the World with the Gospel

1 You know what the Gospel has done in your life

2 You need to know the world you’re living in, learn their language, their needs, their attempts to make life work without God, their attempts to satisfy desires their way

What is the world like today? Cf. Connecting with Postmodern Omnicultural people.

People are more interested in spiritual things than ever. With such openness and interest, why are people not investigating the claims of Christ? The only real living spirituality is the one with the Spirit of God, yet so many other religions are gaining much more interest.

Most people’s perception of Christians: judgmental, hypocritical, and boring. Who wants to be around people like that? Christians are don’t know how to relate or interact with normal people, and vice versa. This is largely due to our isolation and separation from the world, to the detriment of our witness. Why do most church outreaches have minimal success? Cf. Rick Warren’s article below

Jesus was a friend to sinners. I don’t know how many people would call Christians their friends. If we have no meaningful relationship, as in a genuine friendship with no agenda, then we have little opportunity to share the Gospel meaningfully.

1 Peter 3:15-16::

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.

Notice the too often neglected phrase “everyone who asks you”. Does your life arouse people to ask you what is your hope? What makes your life different? Do people ask you, how can I have what you have?

Once you’ve cultivated a heart and desire for outreach, you need to formulate a plan.

Dallas Willard’s three step on accomplishing anything in real life:1 Vision; 2 Intention; 3 Means.

"Why Are the Unchurched So Reluctant to Visit Our Church?"

by Rick Warren, Pastor of Saddleback Community Church, author of "The Purpose Driven Church" 

Before I started Saddleback Church 21 years ago, I spent 12 weeks going door-to-door in our area trying to discover the answers to that important question. The answers I got were not at all what I expected or what I wanted to hear! But over the years, I found these same 4 complaints and excuses still being used by folks who don't attend any church.

"Church Services are BORING, especially the sermons. These messages don't relate to my life. Why should I go? I don't understand it and it doesn't really help me!"

In our area, this has been the number one excuse for not attending church. It's amazing how some pastors are able to take the most exciting book in the world and bore people to tears with it! Miraculously, they're able to turn bread into stones!

:

A sermon does not have to be boring to be biblical and it doesn't have to be dry to be doctrinal. This is an extremely important distinction: The unchurched aren't asking for watered-down messages...just practical ones! They want to hear something on Sunday that they can apply to their lives on Monday.

"Church members are unfriendly to visitors. It feels like a 'clique.' If I ever went to church, I'd want to feel welcomed without be watched or embarrassed."

Many unchurched people told me that they felt like the church was a "members-only" organization. Because they didn't know the "inside" terminology, songs, or rituals, they felt foolish and felt the members were watching them in judgment.

The #1 emotion unbelievers feel when they visit a worship service is fear! They are honestly scared to death of what might happen. And that means they raise their defenses, so communicating with them becomes very difficult. When I heard this second excuse from unbelievers, we determined to do whatever it takes to make visitors feel welcomed and wanted without feeling watched. There's a simple word for this: Politeness! It's thinking more of others than we do of ourselves. Being seeker sensitive is NOT compromising what you believe. It is just treating non-believers the way Jesus would!

"The church is more interested in my money than in me. All they care about is getting my money - and who knows how they spend it!"

Due to the highly visibility (and often highly questionable) fundraising tactics of televangelists and many Christian organizations, the unchurched are incredibly sensitive to appeals for money. Unfortunately, many lost people believe that pastors are "in it just for the money." Opulent church buildings have only added fuel to the fire. We decided to counteract this complaint by giving a disclaimer when we take an offering. We explain that the offering is only for those who a part of our church family. We simply announce, "If you are a visitor at Saddleback, you are not expected to give an offering. We want you to get something today!" Besides, asking unbelievers to contribute before they have given their lives to Christ is getting the cart before the horse.

"We worry about the quality of the church's childcare to church. What will be done with our baby and our children? We're not sure we can trust strangers with the care of our kids."

Our area is filled with young couples, so it was not surprising when I discovered this fear. Every church must earn the trust of parents. At Saddleback, we have adopted a set of very stringent guidelines for children's ministry, including FBI checks, fingerprinting, and personal interviews of all children's workers to insure safety and quality. We have a very secure check-in and check-out system. We'd rather go overboard on safety than be thrown over-board with a lawsuit. If you want to reach young couples, you must spend the effort to create a safe and attractive children's program.

Jesus told the disciples to be strategic in their evangelism. "I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves" - Matthew 10:16. When it comes to reaching unbelievers, I think this means identifying and understanding their perceived hang-ups and real problems that they have with the church - and then doing whatever it takes to defuse those issues so the message of Christ can be heard.

In football, successful teams know how to "read the defense." That means when the offensive team lines up for each play, the quarterback looks out at the opposing team to see how they are lined up. He tries to figure out in advance how the defense will respond and what barriers might prevent the execution of the play. Sometimes that means calling an "audible" - announcing a change in plans. If the quarterback doesn't do this, he usually gets creamed!

In evangelism "reading the defense" means understanding and anticipating the objections unbelievers will have before they voice them. It's learning to think like an unbeliever. That, by the way, becomes increasingly more difficult the more you are a Christian.

What is most interesting to me about these 4 common complaints is that none of them are theological issues. I rarely meet people who say, "I don't go to church because I don't believe in God." The truth is many people are very open to learning about God and spiritual issues, they just don't feel welcome at church or feel that it has anything to do with them. That is OUR problem. We must take the initiative, like Jesus did, to meet people where they are and then move them to where they need to be.

The truth is many people are very open to learning about God and spiritual issues, They just don't feel welcome at church or feel that it has anything to offer them. 

